INVITATION

25thJan,2011
Debating Sedition:
A public meeting to discuss the conviction and sentencing of Dr. Binayak Sen and others.

Dear Friends,
You are well aware that on December 24th, 2010, a trial court in Raipur, Chattisgarh
convicted and awarded rigorous imprisonment for life to three people on various charges
under Section 124- A of the Indian Penal Code, largely dealing with conspiracy to incite
disaffection towards lawfully constituted government and aiding organisations engaged in
waging war against the state.
The manner in which the trial court awarded this sentence to Dr Binayak Sen, a mild
mannered medical doctor and human rights defender, Pijush Guha, a
Kolkata-based businessman, and Narayan Sanyal, alleged to be a
Maoist party leader has led to an international outcry from a range of civic groups.
The general impression is that the conviction and sentencing of Dr. Sen is meant to be a
warning to civic groups that Indian governments will not brook the slightest dissent against
unjust rule.
Dr. Sen, along with the others is charged under Section 124-A, the same section under which
Gandhiji was once charged and sentenced to 6 years of jail by the colonial rulers.
As a part of a nation-wide coordinated campaign event on January 30th, Martyr's Day,
Human Rights Forum and Free Binayak Sen Campaign group are holding a public
meeting in Hyderabad.
The speakers would focus on the Sedition Act, its history and the way it is trampling on
the rights of the citizens, the broader context of conflicts around natural resources in which
human rights violations are taking place.
Please participate in the public meeting to understand the implications of the conviction of
Dr. Sen for democracy as we know it.
Date, Time: January 30, Sunday from 2.00PM to 5 PM
Place:
Press Club,Opp.Nizam College, Basheer Bagh, HYD.
Speakers: Sagar Dhara, Hyderabad based Environmental expert;
B.Chandra Shekar, Guntur based advocate and writer,
G.Madhava Rao, Nizamabad based Advocate and convener of Human Rights
Forum.

Representatives of APCLC,OPDR, PUCL and CLMC will speak.
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